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Brenda Cross

Essex Watch Liaison Officer

Chelmsford, Maldon, Braintree & Uttlesford Districts

Chelmsford Police Station

New Street

Chelmsford

Essex CM1 1NL

Tel: 101 ext 420279

Mob: 07970 599923 

Website: www.essex.police.uk

Email: brenda.cross@essex.pnn.police.uk
I thought that I would drop you all a line to update you regarding my position within Essex Police as there have been recent changes. Due to the size of area which I cover (over 700 square miles I thought that I would include a picture of myself so that you can put a face to a name. I know that I have spoken to some of you at meetings, at events or when visiting farms.

  [image: image1.emf]
My role has been extended so that I know cover Uttlesford along with Chelmsford, Maldon, Braintree.

As the Essex Watch Liaison Officer for Essex Police my role involves liaising with the various Watch groups as listed below within these areas. 

· Farm Watch

· Neighbourhood Watch

· Golf Club Watch

· Garden Centre Watch

· Church Watch

· School Watch

· Horse Watch link

· Marine Watch link

· Caravan/ Motorhome Watch

· Industrial Watch 

· Hospital Watch

· Allotment Watch 

· Community Speed Watch link

· Hotel Watch

For your information I carry out my duties over four days, please see details listed below.

Mon   08:30 – 18:00

Tues  08:30 – 18:00

Weds 08:30 – 18:00

Thurs 08:30 – 17:00

I look forward to working within my new area, but due to the size of the area you may note a few changes along the way. 

As Farm Watch members you will be aware that crime prevention measures are the key to reducing incidents.

Information is also of great value, so if you note a suspicious vehicle or persons on your land or simply a vehicle driving around your yard, make a point of noting the index numbers of these vehicles. They may come in useful. However if you suspect them being involved in a crime, theft, hare coursing etc then please call Essex Police

I have listed below some helpful tips useful information when reporting crime or any suspicious activity.

Which number should I call? 

101 

The new 24 hour Non Emergency number for the Police came into force on December 5th 2011

If it is an emergency such as a crime happening at the time call 999
If you are a victim of crime try to touch as little as possible until the police arrive.

If you would like to give information anonymously call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111

What can you do to help reduce incidents of crime?

Be extra observant. The only persons who really know the area in which you live are the people that live there. The police may not note a suspicious person within your road, but you probably would. Neighbourhood watch areas are the eyes and ears of the community.

Have you noticed persons hanging around the area? These persons may be on foot, on a bike or in a vehicle. 

Have you noticed a tool or a piece of equipment that has been discarded? This may have been used to commit a crime. Have you noticed anything in an odd location and thought it strange? Then report it 101

Did you hear something?

Perhaps you may have heard a noise during the evening or at night. Have a look out your window. If you note someone or a vehicle acting suspiciously then please call Essex Police straight away. Do not think that you are wasting Police time.

Did you over hear something?

Perhaps you may have over heard someone talking about a burglary / crime and can share the information with us. 

How as Neighbourhood Watch can we make the area more secure?

Ensure this information is known to others within your watch group.

Some members may walk their dogs regularly during the evening and may notice something.

Look at security, Peter Caulfield the Essex Police Crime Reduction Officer can offer advice. Have a look at the Sold Secure or Secured by design websites. There are a whole host of products on sale to secure property

Mark any property with a UV or permanent marker pen – just write your house number and postcode.

Take photos of any valuable items

Think about having an alarm installed, the Crime reduction officer can offer advice and if need be visit your property and give a free security check.

What information will help the Police? 

A description of the suspect(s)

Male/ Female, Ethnicity

Clothing (any patterns or logos)

Age, Height, Build, Hair colour/style

Was the suspect holding anything, goods / backpack?

Tattoos, Glasses, beard

Give any directions that the suspect is heading towards.

Do not worry if you do not have answers to all the above, just try to remember as much as you can.

Keep and pen and pad to hand if it helps you.
Vehicle information

Try to make note of the following

Index number

Make

Model Number

Was the vehicle sign written?

Direction of travel?

If you note something strange report it straight away. Tell the Essex Police call taker that you are a Farm Watch member.

Kind Regards
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